Valves finn introduces
another new product
• Blessing Munjoma
Engineering News Fealures Reporter
alves manufacturer Corflex has introduced
another new product on the market, reports
MD Chris Webber.
He says the product, which is already proving to be
exceptionally popular with existing users of diaphragm
valves both on the domestic and international markets,
the Nippit pinch valve, is designed as both an isolating
and control valve for slurry applications at pressures up
to 10 bar.
A pinch valve is basically a rubber tube which is
clamped in a pipeline and pinched in the middle to
stop, or control, the flow. In the fully open position it is
similar to a rubber-lined pipe.
Fully closed, and not allowed to leak, good-quality
pinch valves are not subject to high wear and can last
for many years, explains Webber.
The company has developed pinch valves to operate at high pressures and today supplies pinch valves
suitable for higher pressures than any other similar
type of valve.
"As in every case, the life of a product depends on
its quality, and our company has always given the
greatest attention to the quality of its products," says
Webber.
'This quality has led to its valves having a welldeserved reputation of giving many years of life, with
little or no maintenance, while being unequalled by
any other type of slurry valves," he adds.
The main users of the firm's pinch valves are
those companies that pump abrasive slurries
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through pipelines.
The company has been exporting to many countries
around the world in the last few years and exports form
a large part of the company's sales.
Regarding the local valve market, South Africa has
one of the largest mining industries in the world and,
largely due to this fact, the valve industry has developed to a point where there are a number of companies
producing
high-quality
valves that compare
favourably with those produced elsewhere in the
world, maintains Webber.
"Unfortunately, the perception still exists that
imported products are better, despite the fact that firms
such as ourselves manufacture locally and export
products to countries where some of these products
originate," he notes.
Furthermore, he says that this would seem to confirm that users in those countries believe that the
imported South African products are superior to those
produced in their own countries.
Webber adds that the company will continue to
increase its range and design of pinch valves.
"We also hope to continue increasing the export
sales of our range of pinch valves, while we aim to
encourage users to move away from open-frame type
pinch valves, particularly where these valves are used
at any sort of pressure," he stresses.
In addition, Webber says that there is a tendency to
use this type of valve due to its lower cost, sometimes
irrespective of quality of the valve sleeve.
Failure of a sleeve in an open frame pinch valve is
similar to a burst pipe.
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'This failure not only
causes spillage, which
could be environmentally
hazardous, but could also
cause damage to surChril Webber
rounding
equipment
and/or injure personnel or
worse," elaborates Webber.
The firm has spent many years demonstrating to the
market that properly-built pinch valves, with a more
than adequate safety factor, are safe valves which,
under normal operating conditions, will not fail catastrophically.
To ensure this safety aspect, every Corflex pinch
valve sleeve of 150 mm and larger is pressure tested to
twice the maximum recommended working pressure
before being supplied to the user.
"It would be disappointing if all this effort, aimed at
achieving this quality of safety, was to be compromised by a catastrophic failure of poorly-built pinch
valve sleeves, which were purchased basically because
of their low cost," maintains Webber.
"Pinch valve sleeves that are going to handle any
sort of pressure or hazardous media should be enclosed
in a casing that will not fail in its designed operating
range with a more than adequate safety margin," he
suggests.
"It must be acknowledged that history has shown
that good-quality pinch valves are the ideal slurry
valves, and will outperform any other type of slurry
valve, both in product life and maintenance," he says.
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