ENGINEERING NEWS FEATURE

Valve maker celebrates twentieth anniversary
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"With all these exciting
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to discover that not only are
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The company has customers in
Australia, Canada, the US, South
America, Israel, the UK and various countries in Africa, to name
but a few.
"The underlying detail to
safety, quality and low
maintenance has paid major
dividends over the years, and
will continue to be the
company's drivers into the future.
"It is with this conscious
attention to safety issues that we
felt it to be exceptionally
important to draw the industry's
attention to an increasing trend
in the industry - that of
inappropriate installation of
open-frame pinch valves.
"We have, however, watched
with interest how the demand
for higher-pressure pinch valves,
has unfortunately also led
to an increase in what we feel are
unsafe dangerous installations
on site.
"In our opinion an extremely

dangerous practice is creeping
into the industry, and we feel
compelled to draw attention to
it," Webber says.
According to him the practice
of installing open-frame pinch
valves in high-pressure
applications is increasing at an
alarming rate .'
Pinch valve sleeves, if and
when they fail, fail suddenly
without warning, the result of
which could be serious injury to
operators or any personnel who
are in the area at the time of
failure.
Apart from the possible serious
bodily injury that can occur, a
sleeve failure in an open-frame
valve can present users with
some serious environmental.
issues.
If there is a sleeve failure
in an open-frame pinch valve
the result is similar to a burst pipe.
"Corflex believes the days of
placing open-frame pinch valves
in the field or plant should be a
thing of the past, and all highpressure pinch valves should be
enclosed.
"We at Corflex. will continue
to draw attention to all our
customers that safety and
erivironmental issues should not
be overridden by the economic
need to curtail costs by installing
open-frame valves," Webber
concludes.
ENGINEERING NEWSCLUESinsert 15 on !he page 74 coupon

